
I'm not re a l ly a House Beautiful
kind of guy. My basic decorat i n g
t e chnique consists of piling stuff on
top of other stuff- you can tell I've
cleaned house when the piles are in
some sort of of ord e r. And although
I'm confessing to a violation of
postal codes here, I have to admit
t h at I tend to make heavy use of
mail tubs, when ava i l able- it make s
m oving the piles around so mu ch
e a s i e r.

But I do have some standards. I
don't stack my stereo on just any
pile of books that's lying aro u n d. I
p re fer to place it on a stereo ra ck ,
the better to route the cables so that
s i g n a l - c a rrying interconnects don't
lie willy - n i l ly across power cord s .
S t ra n ge, h u h ?

The pro blem is, most equipment
ra cks come in one of two fl avo rs :
ri gid and infl ex i bl e, or massive and

u n s t abl e. Oh ye a h , and most all of
them are ugly.(If yo u ' re wo n d e ri n g
why someone whose idea of decor
is "orga n i zed piling" even care s
about how ugly audio furn i t u re is, I
re i t e rate - I do have some standard s .
And i don't want to live in a lab o ra-
t o ry, thank you ve ry mu ch . )

Th at's why I was hap py to dis-
c over A rchetype Audio Racks by
Salamander Designs. Th ey have
s h e l ves in a va riety of wood fi n i s h-
e s , i n cluding a love ly ch e rry.
Th ey ' re modular, so you can re c o n-
fi g u re them as your system ch a n ge s ,
wh i ch mine does fa i rly reg u l a rly.
And Salamander has raft-load of
c o nvenient accessori e s , s u ch as
s p i ke s , d u a l - wheel casters , d e s k -
t o p s , and my favo ri t e : a c c e s s o ry
d rawe rs .

The basic design is familiar one
by now. Each ra ck is constru c t e d
a round four 5/8" threaded rods. Yo u
connect shelves to these legs by
t h reading large nuts into position on
them and then inserting the ro d s
into holes drilled into the shelve s .
H e re's how it go e s : 1) large nut; 2)
metal fe n d e r- washer; 3) squishy
N e o p rene washer; 4) shelf; 5)
s q u i s hy Neoprene washer; 6) metal
fe n d e r- washer; 7) large nut. Leve l
the shelf, tighten the nu t s , rep e at as
n e c e s s a ry.

Of cours e, if you tighten the nu t
too mu ch , you lose some of the
N e o p rene washer's damping pro p e r-
ties. But if you don't cinch eve ry-
thing down pretty solid, the shelf
goes all wo bbly on you. You need

to decide wh i ch direction to com-
p romise in. I choose ri gidity eve ry
t i m e, but even then, the taller stands
tend to be a little ri cke t y.

For perfect vibration contro l , yo u
a re better of with a welded stand,
but they have draw b a cks too-the
inductance of all that steel can
a ffect your signal-carrying cables if
you don't wat ch wh e re you ro u t e
them. And no matter how care f u l ly
you plan for future, you know that
t h e re will be new equipment that
re q u i res additional shelves. A DA D
p l aye r, for ex a m p l e. Or an outboard
p ro c e s s o r. Being an audiophile
means yo u ' re bound to need some-
thing else. . .

But with the Salamander ra ck s ?
Buy a new component, a dd another
s h e l f. You upgrade that CD playe r
with an outboard power supply ?
A dd another shelf. Or join two
ra cks together with hori zontal video
b ri d ge. The possibilities a stagge r-
i n g.

Th ey re a l ly are. This whole con-
venience idea isn't just limited to hi-
fi. I've got Salamander ra cks mas-
q u e rading as real furn i t u re. My big
ol' desk uses a 28" Salamander ra ck
as the support for one corn e r- i t
gives me a place to put my pri n t e r,
u n i n t e rru p t i ble power supply, p ap e r
fi l e s , and NAD 310 integrated amp
I run my soundcard through. My
c redenza is Salamander's desktop
m o d u l e. I'm going to order a couple
of the 28"-tall A rchetype 3.0 units
as night tabl e s , wh i ch ought to
e l i m i n ate about three piles' wo rth of
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books a magazines cl u t t e ring my
side of the bed. Tom Norton just go t
gre at price from Damark on thre e
l a s e r- l evels for himself, Jo h n
A t k i n s o n , and me, so my audio
toolkit continues to grow at an
a l a rming pace. Maybe I'll ord e r
another 3.0 outfitted with accessory
d rawe rs to house it conve n i e n t ly
n ext to my system.

I even use 'em for purpose fo r
wh i ch they we re built. All of my
video gear is now off the floor and
easy to get to, f ront and back ,
thanks to a 36"-tall A rchetype 5.0
five-shelf unit. The 3 1/4"
M ega S p i kes penetrate the carp e t

and stab i l i ze the stand on the con-
c rete slab beneath it. Befo re that I
used a CWD low b oy on casters , a n d
damned if I didn't get both a cl e a re r
and more stable picture out of my
LD player as a result of the ch a n ge.
And since I'm an audiophile, I ' m
s u re I noticed a diffe rence in the
s o u n d. Yeah! I mu s t ' ve- I ch a n ge d
s o m e t h i n g, it had to make a diffe r-
e n c e. (Actually, I ch a n ged speake rs
when I installed the ra ck , so it wa s-
n't a ri go rous comparison; but the
i m p rovement in laserdisc video
quality sure wasn't subtle. )

You might think I'm being silly
when I suggest all of these uses fo r

the Salamander A rchetype stands.
I'm not. I went out last week to
p rice some modular Elfa wire stor-
age units, and Ay yi yi!- found out
wh at can make an audiophile wh o ' s
grown blase about cable pri c e s
bl a n ch : f u rn i t u re prices! Compare d
to that , the prices Salamander is
asking seem pretty darn re a s o n abl e.
So if you drop in on me, don't be
s u rp rised to find I've furnished my
house entire ly with the stuff. If only
t h ey'd make a comfy chair for my
sweet spot..
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